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JOHN “MICK” ALBIN LEE, OAM — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [2.08 pm] — by leave: I would like to 
pay tribute to the former Mayor of the Town of Victoria Park, Mr Mick Lee, OAM, JP, who passed away on 
Tuesday, 4 May. I acknowledge the presence in the gallery of members of Mick Lee’s family, including his wife, 
Thelma, and sons, Graeme and Bryan, and his sister-in-law, Mrs Elaine Grigg. 

Mick served in the Royal Navy from 1941 to 1946. Moving to Australia, he worked as a plumber for the former 
State Housing Commission before starting his own business in 1951. As his business interests grew, no doubt 
with his family interests firmly in mind, he also found time to dedicate to a large range of community services. 
These included cubs and guides, Red Cross, junior football, soccer, Rotary, YMCA, aged housing, Salvation 
Army and the Taxi Control Board. In addition to these activities Mick Lee was a stalwart of the local 
government sector with over 40 years of combined service as an elected member, and mayor. Mick was elected 
as a councillor to the City of Perth in 1964 and remained there for 27 years until its restructure that saw the 
creation of the local government areas of Victoria Park, Cambridge and Vincent. Mick then took on the role of 
mayor of the newly formed Town of Victoria Park where he won office over three consecutive elections. He 
retired from the Town of Victoria Park in 2007 after 12 years in office. Mick’s long service reminded me of 
another who, in his words, first became a councillor to get the older members of council moving and that the 
longer he served, the more he felt the need to stick around to keep the younger councillors under control. Mick 
was greatly respected for his community services, which ranged from sporting interests for the young and active 
through to aged-persons’ housing. 

Mick Lee was truly a remarkable person. He was appropriately awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 
the Queen’s Birthday 1986 Honours List for his service to the community and to local government. He will be 
remembered for his significant contribution to the community and to the local government sector, in particular to 
the creation of the Town of Victoria Park. On behalf of the government and members, I convey my sincere 
condolences to his wife, Thelma; their four sons, Michael, Gary, Graeme and Bryan; and to Mick’s extended 
family. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [2.10 pm]: I rise on behalf of the opposition to support the government’s 
tribute to the former Mayor of the Town of Victoria Park, Mick Lee. Everybody who knew Mick knew him as 
quite a character. Mick was not tall by any stretch of the imagination, and he was the first person to make 
wisecracks at his own height as well as the first person to make wisecracks at new members of Parliament. I note 
the comment by the local government minister that Mick liked to keep control of younger members of council; 
he also liked to keep control of new members of Parliament, as I found out when I was elected in 2006! When I 
was elected at all of 31 years of age, my electorate had two very prominent mayors in Mick Lee in the Town of 
Victoria Park and Mick Lekias in the City of Canning, both of whom had long service in local government and 
both of whom were never shy about letting members of Parliament—state or federal—know exactly what they 
thought about the operations of government and the operations of local members of Parliament. 

I first met Mick in 1999. When I became the member for Victoria Park in 2006, Mick became a strong source of 
advice for me as I found my feet as the local member and as a backbencher in government. He was somebody 
who, regardless of where I went and how hard I worked on any particular day in Victoria Park, would always be 
there. He would be at any and every event working hard day after day as the Mayor of Victoria Park. Certainly 
there was one person who was always by his side. When we get to our feet for the first time in this place, we all 
talk about our partners in politics and in the journey of public service, and we thank our partners because they 
are part of that service. Certainly Thelma and Mick Lee were absolutely inseparable. Whenever I saw Mick, I 
knew Thelma was there within a very short distance. It was often said in Victoria Park that Thelma was the 
power behind the throne in Victoria Park, as I dare say it is often in the household of many members. Thelma, 
you can be very proud of Mick and the amazing service he gave not just to the people of Victoria Park, but also 
over 40 years as an elected representative, which is an extraordinary achievement for anyone in today’s modern 
age. 

Mick was always telling jokes, normally with himself as the punchline; that was his nature. One of the jokes that 
Mick used to tell was about a successful plumbing business he had for many years based in Carlisle where he 
lived. He would often be seen riding around Victoria Park on his bike with a big water tube across his back. 
Eventually people started to ask whether Mick was going to a building site, or coming from a building site after 
finding some product that was perhaps not being used by the local plumbers! That was a joke that Mick liked to 
tell whenever he had the chance. 

Mr Speaker, as I said, Mick became a great adviser of mine and a keen supporter because he wanted to get the 
very best for the people who lived in the Town of Victoria Park. He was a passionate supporter of everybody 
within the Town of Victoria Park, which is why he was always strongly re-elected as the mayor and also 
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represented Victoria Park on the City of Perth. He was a great example of the old saying that all politics is local. 
Mick firmly believed that if he worked hard for his ratepayers, he would get himself re-elected and he would 
then have the capacity to deliver on what he wanted to do for the people of Victoria Park.  

As the Minister for Local Government mentioned, in 1986 Mick Lee received, quite appropriately, the Order of 
Australia, and in 2008 he became a Member of the Order of Australia for his service to local government in 
Victoria Park. As we go about life thinking about the legacy that we may leave, Mick Lee can be very proud of 
his legacy not just in Victoria Park, but also in his service to local government more generally. Thelma and her 
family, and her boys who spoke so wonderfully at Mick’s funeral last week, should be very proud. I am certainly 
very proud to have spent a short time working with Mick. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [2.15 pm]: Mr Speaker, I rise to make a brief contribution — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You can’t. 

The SPEAKER: Member, you cannot. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am not able to? 

The SPEAKER: No, you are not able to in this set of circumstances. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am sorry. 
 


